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Preface 
 

This report was originally prepared for the U.S. department of Energy (DOE) as part of the 
United States government effort to identify a site suitable for building a repository for disposal of 
high-level radioactive wastes. The authors, contracted through the Office of Nuclear Waste 
Isolation (ONWI) at Battelle Memorial Institute, made a study of all the thick shales and 
argillaceous strata in the conterminous United States to characterize their general suitability to 
serve as host rocks for disposal of such waste material. Subsequently, DOE had the report 
released by Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) in its current form, as part of the ORNL 
program to investigate rock formations other than salt for disposal of radioactive wastes.     
 

Although this report is now dated, there is continued interest in finding a suitable site for 
disposal of high-level radioactive wastes, and there may still be interest in examining the 
potential for disposal of these wastes in thick shales or argillaceous strata. The original report 
had a limited distribution, and an electronic copy has not been available; because of this, and 
because a number of Oklahoma shale units are described, the Oklahoma Geological Survey is 
making the document available online as an Open-File Report. 

 
Suggested citation of this document is: 

Gonzales, Serge, and Johnson, K.S., 1985, Shales and other argillaceous strata in the United 
States:  report submitted to Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Martin Marietta Energy Systems, 
Inc., ORNL/Sub/84–64794/1, 596 p. Also available from: Oklahoma Geological Survey, Open-
File Report 20–2018.  http://www.ou.edu/content/dam/ogs/documents/data/OF20-2018.pdf 

 
        Kenneth S. Johnson 
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