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Both photos on the cover are from OGS Bulletin 
No. 3, published in 1910. The photo on the left 
was taken at Travertine Falls on Honey creek, 
East Timbered Hills, seven miles southwest of 
Davis. The photo on the right was taken on a 

bank of the Simpson glass sand, Delaware creek, 
four miles west of Bromide. No information was 

provided about individuals appearing in the 
photos.  
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Dear readers, 

Typically, in this space of  the Oklahoma Geology Notes we run the 
Director’s Column. Dr. Jeremy Boak retired at the beginning of  this 
year, and at the time of  this writing, the OGS does not have a direc-
tor. We would like to thank Dr. Boak for his years of  service, and we 
wish him the best of  luck. 

We have begun a nationwide search for his replacement. This sort of  
complex search can take quite some time, and the time line is unclear 
about when a replacement will be named. We assure you, though, that 
once a new director is in place, we will announce it in this publication, 
likely in this very space. 

As we focus on this important aspect of  our future, in the Oklahoma 
Geology Notes we are turning our attention to our past. This issue 
marks the first of  several that will focus on OGS history. This, no 
doubt, enables us to understand how we ended up where we are, and 
hopefully, benefits us in making decisions about our future. 

Kind Regards, 

Ted Satterfield
OGS Editor
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	 In 1983, during the Oklahoma Geological 
Survey’s 75th anniversary, Elizabeth Hamm 
published OGS Special Publication 83-2 on 
the history of the OGS, but our history has 
not been updated since. I read Mrs. Hamm’s 
historical account when I first started at the 
OGS, and I loved reading about the interesting 
formation of the survey and the highs and lows 
the Survey had encountered since 1908.

	 During my four years with the OGS, I’ve 
been asked on multiple occasions whether I’d 
be interested in working on a piece that would 
fill in the history since 1983, and for my first 
few years, I had little interest. In part because I 
lacked the historical perspective on the Survey, 
but also, it didn’t strike me as the most exciting 
project. 

	 But my opinion on this project has evolved. 

Rather, I’ve decided to embark on a journey to 
not only fill in the gap since 1983, but to start 
from the beginning and expand into areas that 
weren’t addressed in Mrs. Hamm’s publication. 

	 Brittany Pritchett’s 2017 article (V. 76, No. 
2) first got me interested in the years that lead 
up to the formation of the Oklahoma Territorial 
Survey. The recent Supreme Court case 
involving the nations that composed Indian 
Territory also peaked my interest, especially 
since I grew up in what would have been the 
Choctaw Nation.  The more I dig, the more I 
feel ought to be told about the history of OGS, 
the territorial survey, as well as the various 
expeditions and industries that thrived in 
Indian Territory beginning many years before 
statehood. 

	 These areas include Lieutenant Whipple 

By 
Ted Satterfield

Editor, Oklahoma Geological Survey

OGS begins series on its history
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This map was created by OGS’ first director, Charles Gould, before Oklahoma statehood. It was published in 
the USGS publication “Geology and Water Resources of Oklahoma,” Water-Supply and Irrigation Paper No. 
148.  Former OGS geologist Brittany Pritchett wrote about the origins of this map in the Oklahoma Geology 
Notes in 2017. It can be found by following this link: http://ogs.ou.edu/docs/geologynotes/GN-V76N2.pdf. 

and  Captain Marcy’s respective expeditions in 
the 1850s, a faux hunting trip that lead to the 
developments of coal mining in the Choctaw 
Nation, and the high-profile fights over gold 
mining in the Wichita Mountains, involving the 
Father of Oklahoma Geology, Charles Gould. 

	 The plan is to complete this history through a 
series of installments in the Oklahoma Geology 
Notes and once the installments are complete, 
compile them into a special publication tracking 
all the way to recent history. 

	 I would like to extend an invitation to 
anyone who might be interested in assisting me 
with this  research. Those who have historical 
materials they’d like to share for this project 
are welcome, as well as anyone who would be 
interested in meeting to discuss OGS history. 
The best way to contact me is through my OU 
email: tgsatterfield@ou.edu. 

	 The installments will begin in the next 
issue, but in this issue I’d like to share a few 
items I’ve gathered over the last few months. 
I’ve been digging into newspaper archives for 
information about OGS history, and I’ve run 
across multiple articles that I thought were 
worth sharing. Some might be helpful in telling 
the story of OGS history, and others not so 
much, but are still worth sharing. 

	 Some of the most interesting newspaper 
clippings I’ve come across are almost 
unreadable as the paper has aged, and wouldn’t 
be appropriate for printing in this publication. 
I will however include text of some of these in 
upcoming issues. 

The following section will only include the 
newspaper clippings, along with a few notes 
about the time and date of the publication. 
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This article appeared in The St. Louis Republic on Sunday, August 26 1900. No byline is provided, but a 
similar story (with different artwork) showed up in a San Fransciso newspaper around the same time, 
which likely means it was written by a news wire service. Dr. A. H. Van Vleet was the territorial geologist 
from 1898 until statehood in 1907.
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ON THE LEFT: Most newspapers were too 
focused on other aspects of the Oklahoma 
Constitutional Convention to highlight the 
plans to form the geological survey, but the 
Daily Oklahoman did run this one news brief 
concerning the survey on page 2 of their 
December 19, 1906 issue. ABOVE: Before and 
shortly after statehood, news outlets frequently 
ran articles about survey trips throughout 
the state, like this one that ran in The Guthrie 
Leader on May 28, 1907. NEXT PAGE: When 
Charles Gould was named the Survey’s first 
director after statehood, the Daily Oklahoman 
ran it on their front page on July 26, 1908.
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On the previous page, the article to the left ran in The Weekly Chieftain (Vinita, OK) on August 7, 
1908.  The next article on that page ran in the Chickasha Daily Express on Wednesday, August 12, 
1908. The above-left article appeared in the Vinita Daily Chieftain on September 10, 1908. The article 
on the above-right appeared in the Vinita Daily Chieftain on January 1, 1909.
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On the previous page, the article on the left appeared at the top of the front page of the Chickasha 
Daily Express on January 7, 1909. The article on the top-right on the previous page ran in The 
Washington Herald (Washington, D.C.) on November 21, 1909.  The article on the bottom-right is 
from the Brownsville Daily Herald (Brownsville, TX) on Wednesday, November 17, 1909.  The above 
article appeared in the Guthrie Daily Leader on August 17, 1910.
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The above article appeared in The Daily 
Ardmoreite on Tuesday, April 25, 1911. The 
article to the right ran in the Weekly Chieftain 
(Vinita, OK) on October 20, 1911. On the next 
page, the article on the left appeared in The Daily 
Ardmoreite on May 18, 1913. The article to the 
right on the next page ran in the The South Bend 
News-Times on Thursday, July 15, 1915.
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Ted Satterfield became the OGS Editor in August 2015. A native 
Oklahoman, Ted has a diverse professional background. After re-
ceiving his master’s in the Gaylord College at OU, he spent two 
years as a newspaper editor before switching to an academic ca-
reer. For six years he was a mass communication faculty member 
at Northwestern Oklahoma State University, where he taught In-
tro to Mass communication, Photography, News Editing, and Me-
dia Convergence. He also acted as advisor to the student-media 
website. Ted is also an accomplished screenwriter and director, 
winning numerous awards, including the best short screenplay at 
the 2012 deadCENTER Film Festival. He and his wife, Melanie, 
co-wrote the stage play “Alcoholidays,” which was produced in 
Oklahoma City in 2013, and ran through December 2015 at the 
Oklahoma City Civic Center. Ted is an active member of the As-
sociation of Earth Science Editors.

About the Author

The article on the left was published in the 
Chickasha Daily Express on March 28, 1917. 
The above article is from The Liberal Democrat 
(Liberal, KS) on Thursday August 12, 1920.



In MemoriumK L
	 Robert W. Allen was born on April 16, 1923.  He 
was the second of three sons of Dr. and Mrs. Edward P. Al-
len of Oklahoma City. His older brother, Phil, is deceased 
and brother Paul lives in Oklahoma City.
	 In 1941, he graduated from Classen High School 
in Oklahoma City and in September of that year, Bob was 
one of two from Oklahoma to attend VMI, Virginia Military 
Institute.
	 On December 8, 1941 he enlisted in the Reserve 
Corps of the U.S. Army Active Combat Battalion.  He was 
first assigned to the University of Pennsylvania and was 
then assigned to the 138th Engineer Combat Battalion.  They 
crossed the Rhine and went into Central Germany.
	 After being discharged in 1946, he attended the 
University of Oklahoma and received his BS Degree in 
both Zoology and 
Geology.  He was 
a member of Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity.
On August 21, 
1948, he married 
Barbara Smith of 
Oklahoma City.  
They had three 
children, Kather-
ine Carr, Robert 
W. Allen Jr., both 
of Ardmore OK, 
and Diane Fuller of 
Apple Valley, Cali-
fornia.  There are 
six grandchildren, 
four great grand-
daughters and one 
great grandson.  
Bob lost Barbara 
on January 24, 2007.  He later married Francis (Fran) 
Graffham on November 7, 2010. He is survived by his 
wife, Fran, and his children, grandchildren, and greatgrand-
children.  
	 From 1949 until 1954, Bob worked a a geologist 
for the Globe Oil and Refining Company in Oklahoma City.  
In 1954, the family moved to Ardmore where he became 
Division Geologist for Southern Oklahoma for Continental 
Oil.  In 1962, he opened his office in Ardmore as an inde-
pendent consulting Petroleum Geologist.
	 Over his long career, Bob received numerous 
awards:  In 1988 he became the 17th Honorary Life Mem-
ber of the Ardmore Geological Society, an affiliate of the 
AAPG that has been active in Ardmore since 1921.

	 In 1997, the Mid-Continent section of AAPG gave 
Bob the Certificate of Merit Award for 55 years of mem-
bership.  In 2003 Bob received the “Rotarian of the Year” 
award from the Ardmore Rotary Club.
	 In 2005, The Mid-Continent section of AAPG 
awarded him the Robey H. Clark Award.  and in 2010, the 
AAPG Special Award was presented to him at the National 
Meeting in New Orleans. He has also been named an Okla-
homa Legend by the Oklahoma Geological Foundation, 
and has received the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Mewbourne College of Earth and Energy at the University 
of Oklahoma.  
	 Bob served as an officer on many boards including 
the First Presbyterian Church of Ardmore, the Ardmore 
Higher Education Center, The Southern Oklahoma Blood 
Institute and the Alumni Advisory Council for the School 
of Geology and Geophysics at the University of Oklahoma. 
	 Bob Allen adored the Arbuckle Mountains.  He also 
would rather lead a good field trip than almost anything 
except drilling a new well.  An authority on the Arbuckle 
Mountains, Bob loved to teach field geology to anyone 
willing to listen, and over about a span of 40 years, he led 
hundreds of field trips for audiences ranging from scout 
troops to AAPG past-presidents.  One of the highlights 
of his field-tripping experiences was the day we took Jim 
Gibbs, Marlan Downey, and John Lorentz to the Lazy S 
Ranch north of Ardmore. 
	 For 25 years, Bob led Halliburton’s new classes of 
engineers into the Arbuckle Mountains.  For 9 hours Bob 
would take them to  the Basal Oil Creek and Woodford For-
mations, a “dead” Viola quarry, a “live” quarry in the West 
Spring Creek Formation worked by Martin-Marietta, the 
Washita Valley fault, Turner Falls, angular unconformaties, 
and the Goddard Youth Camp Museum south of Sulphur, 
Oklahoma. 
	 At this museum, Bob would show the class his 
magnum opus – his diorama depicting a cross section be-
neath the East Davis Oil Field.  Bob loved to teach people 
“what is beneath your feet” and was in the process of writ-
ing a monograph on the subject at the time of his death on 
April 29, 2019..
	 The Summer, 2018, issue of the Sooner Magazine, 
published by the University of Oklahoma, featured Bob in 
an article titled “Technology Rebel and Early-day Wild-
catter Stands on Solid Ground.” This statement accurately 
summarizes his long and illustrious scientific career, as his 
favorite quote was  “You have to look at the rocks to know 
where you’re drilling.”
	 The quintessential petroleum geologist and educa-
tor, he will be missed by many. 

Robert W. (Bob) Allen

*Text provided by Joel Alberts and Bob Neman



Activities and Services
    
      The Oklahoma Geological 
Survey’s Oklahoma Petroleum 
Information Center (OPIC) is a 
192,916 square-foot facility that 
houses approximately 500,000 boxes 
of core and cuttings from Oklahoma 
and elsewhere; an extensive 
repository of Oklahoma petroleum 
data; and the Geological Survey’s 
publication sales office. 
      The OPIC facility is open Monday 
through Friday from 8AM to 5PM. 

Core and Sample Facility
       
       As Oklahoma seeks to maximize 
the recovery of oil and gas from new, 
existing, and shut-in wells, these 
data resources play an ever more 
important role.        
             In addition to being a 
valuable source of information 
for hydrocarbon exploration and 
production activities, OPIC’s 
collections are used in many other 
ways. In particular, the use and 

appreciation of these materials 
is increasing because they are a 
major resource for groundwater 
studies, land-use change analyses, 
CO₂ sequestration research, 
archaeological investigation, and 
environmental studies. 

Well Data Library

      The OGS Well Data Library is the 
State’s official repository for full-scale 
(5 inches to 100 feet) paper logs from 
more than 450,000 wells, with new 
logs added daily. In addition to hard 
copy logs, a backup collection of logs 
is available on microfiche as well.    
       Also in the collection are 126,000 
strip logs dating from the 1890s 
which have been recently digitized. In 
addition, the library maintains a hard 
copy of 1002A completion reports 
from 1904 to the 1990s; multiple sets 
of scout tickets; completion cards for 
Oklahoma wells; and hard copies of 

aerial photos dating from 1934-1986 
that are filed by county, township 
and range. 

Publication Sales Office
      
      The OGS Publication Sales 
Office is also located at OPIC. There 
you can purchase any USGS 7.5 
minute quadrangle map of the state, 
a variety of other USGS maps and 
all inprint maps and publications 
produced by the OGS, representing 
nearly a century’s worth of research 
and mapping. 

      OGS publications are used by 
hikers, campers, hunters, school 
and scout groups, those who 
enjoy outdoor activities. We have 
a resource room especially for 
K-12 teachers, which provides free 
access to rocks, minerals, fossils, 
and curricula for classroom use. 
OPIC is a resource for public officials 
planning highways and facilities, 
as well as those engaged in urban 
planning, water development, 
alternative energy, and other projects 
for economic development and civic 
improvement.

“Bringing Together Drill Cores, Well Logs,  
Well Data, Publications And Services.” 

OKLAHOMA PETROLEUM INFORMATION CENTER
OGS PUBLICATION SALES OFFICE

405-325-1299           2020 Industrial Blvd.        Norman, OK 73069-8512

Fee Schedule

For the most recent fee schedule available 
for all OPIC services, please go to the  

OGS website: www.ou.edu/ogs
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Subscribe to  
the Oklahoma  
Geology Notes  

The Notes is now available in both digital 
and print formats. The digital version is 

FREE, and subscribers will be sent  
an email the moment it’s available. 

Sign Up Today!
The print version will cost $12 annually. 

Mail Payments to: SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
        1 YEAR for $12
       

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

ADDRESS

CITY                                                    STATE                         ZIP

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

Oklahoma Geological Survey
The University of Oklahoma
Sarkeys Energy Center
100 E. Boyd, Room N-131
Norman, OK  73019-0628

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   

 Oklahoma Geological Survey

VOLUME 76, NO. 1 WINTER 2017

A closer look at the 
2015 rockfall

              INSIDE ON PAGE 5

What caused it? 
Could it happen 

again?
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OGS History Installment No. 1
Before the OGS was founded, there was an Oklahoma Territorial 
Survey. Before that, there was a variety of expeditions, 
settlements, and a variety of other efforts to understand the 
geological composition of Oklahoma Territory, Indian Territory, 
and No Man’s Land. In the next issue of the Oklahoma Geology 
Notes, we’ll take a look at these developments.  

Oklahoma Geological Survey
The University of Oklahoma
Mewbourne College of Earth & Energy
100 E. Boyd, Room N-131
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-1001

Looking Down the Road
Coming up next in The Oklahoma Geology Notes
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