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UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
GENERAL MEETING AGENDA
November 16th, 2023, 7:00 P.M.
Zoom Conference Call

oklahoma.zoom.us/j/936382226632pwd=dFpKQUZOK2Q1U1oxVOIMUyIFUKkRZUT09

Call to Order

Mission Statement: Graduate Students at the University of Oklahoma have a number of unique concerns
and interests requiring a voice separate from the usual instruments that express the will of the faculty and of

undergraduates. For this reason, the Graduate Student Senate of the University of Oklahoma Student

Government Association was established in 1987 to represent all Graduate Students and to serve their needs.

Reading and Approval of the Minutes (minutes from previous meeting:

https://www.ou.edu/content/dam/sga/common/GSS/minutes/2023/11-2-2023-GSS-GA-Minutes.pdf)

Officer Reports:
e  Chair:
e Vice-Chair:
e  Secretary:

Committee Reports: (submit your meeting minutes here)
Academic Affairs:

Development &
External Affairs:
Internal Affairs:

Philanthropy:

International Student Affairs:

Public Relations:
Sustainability:

Ways and Means:

Student Concerns:

Special Orders:

0O1d Business:

New Business:

GF23-25
GF23-26
GF23-27
GF23-28
GF23-29
GF23-30

Announcements:

Adjournment

Removwal of the Student Environmental Coalition Act (Do Pass)

Only One Textbooks and Tuition All Inclusive Act (Do Pass)

The Salute to Veterans Beyond Veterans Day Resolution (Do Pass)

Native American Heritage Month Recognition Resolution of 2023 (Do Pass)
Auxiliary Allocation 9 Act of 2023-2024 (Rec of No Rec)

An Act of Procedure Approving Fall 2023 Conference/Research & Creative
Exhibition Grant Awards (Rec of No Rec)


https://oklahoma.zoom.us/j/93638222663?pwd=dFpKQUZOK2Q1U1oxV0lMUy9FUkRZUT09
https://ou.campuslabs.com/engage/submitter/form/start/606125

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX
October 31, 2023

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
SENATE SESSION GF23
November 16, 2023

CONGRESSIONAL BILL CB-110-17
SENATE BILL GF23-25

AS INTRODUCED
An Act of Legislation related to the Student
Environmental Coalition, providing for short title,
providing for codification, and providing for an effective
date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT
ASSOCIATION:

Section 1: Title: This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Removal of the Student
Environmental Coalition Act”

Section 2: Purpose: The purpose of this act shall be to remove the Student Environmental Coalition
from the OUSGA Code Annotated to pass the responsibility to the Congress Sustainability
Committee.

Section 3: AMENDATORY: The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association Code

Annotated § Title IX, Chapter 4 will be amended as follows, with strikethreugh indicating a
removed section, and undetrline indicating added sections.




Section 4: This act shall become effective when passed in accordance with the SGA Constitution.

Authort(s): Madeline Cantrell, Communications District Representative
Rylee Houston, Sustainability Committee Chair

Submitted on a Motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by Dunn
Action taken by Congtress: 23-0-0
Verified by Chair of Congress: Date:

Submitted on a motion by:
Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate: Date:




Approved by SGA President: Date:




THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX
October 31, 2023

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
SENATE SESSION GF23
November 16, 2023

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION CR-110-09
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. GF23-26

AS INTRODUCED
A Concurrent Resolution recommending that OU provide

a textbooks-in-tuition program; and providing for
distribution.

Whereas: The price of textbooks is currently separate from the cost of tuition at the University of
Oklahoma, purchased through a secondary source; and

Whereas: Textbooks-in-tuition program is currently primarily implemented at private schools and
aviation schools, including Thomas More College in Kentucky, Schreiner University in
Texas, and Spartan College of Aeronautics, as well as other low-enrollment colleges and
technical schools!; and

Whereas: The University of Oklahoma will benefit from the implementation of an all-inclusive
program by retaining unused funds from textbooks when students fail to withdraw from
classes on time or by the final drop date to receive a “W”; and

Whereas: The students will benefit from the implementation of the all-inclusive program by receiving
25% - 100% refund on textbooks purchased when classes are dropped on time; and

Whereas: The University of Oklahoma would be one of the first Division I schools to implement this
type of all-inclusive textbooks-in-tuition program; and

Whereas: The implementation of the textbooks-in-tuition program would benefit the veteran and their
dependents/spouses. Veteran’s benefits have permissible mandatory charges assessed by a
school (other than tuition and room and board) that are necessary for the pursuit of an
approved program of education and are the same amount for all students (GI Bill and non-

1 https:/ /pupnmag.com/article/how-bundling-textbooks-into-tuition-is-transforming-the-college-
expetience/ #:~:text=Two%200{%20the%20schools%20curtrently,textbooks%2Din%2Dtuition%20program



Whereas:

GI bill). Mandatory fees may be for items, such as books, that could be obtained from a
source other than the school as long as the fee is assessed to all students?; and

Textbooks would artrive on/or before start of classes with implementation of the textbooks-
in-tuition program. textbooks often arrive three to four weeks into the semester when
purchased through a secondary source; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT
CONGRESS AND THE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE, CONCURRING THEREIN THAT:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Authort(s):

Co-Authort(s):

Title: This resolution shall be known and may be cited as the “Only One Textbooks and
Tuition All Inclusive Act.”

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association has already communicated
with the OU Division of Enrollment Management and suggested adoption of the following
logistics for this program:
1) Include textbook costs with tuition costs during each enrollment term for
interested students.
Specific benchmarks related to withdrawal timelines and the refund that
students are eligible for.

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association recommends that the OU
Division of Enrollment Management communicates and coordinates with Student
Government Association when building out this program, including logistical decisions such
as book conditions, infrastructure for handling student issues and complaints, integration
with online textbooks or textbook platforms, and other issues that may impact students.

Copies of this resolution will be sent to:
e Jeff Blahnik, Vice President of Enrollment Management
e Beth Korhonen, Financial Services Director
e Andrea Zepeda, Bursar Operations Director
e Jennifer Trimmer, Director of OU Veteran Student Services
e Kyle Butcher, Oklahoma Association of Transfer Students
e  OU Daily

Michael T. Reynolds St., Atmospheric and Geographic Sciences District Representative

Shrey Kathuria, Life Sciences District Representative

Co-Sponsoz(s): Ayomide Awoyemi, Business District Representative

2 https://www.knowva.cbenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice /va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-

US/portal/554400000001018/ content/554400000149088 /School-Certifying-Official-Handbook-On-
line#Chapter?%2033%20Benefit%20Payments


http://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-
http://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-

Khiala Brown, Fine Arts District Representative

Submitted on a motion by: Harris seconded by Mowdy
Action taken by Congress: 17-5-1

Date:

Verified by Chair of Congress:

Submitted on a motion by:
Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate:

Date:

Approved by SGA President:

Date:




THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX
November 7, 2023

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
SENATE SESSION GF23
November 16, 2023

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION CR-110-10
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. GF23-27

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

AS INTRODUCED
A Concurrent Resolution Recognizing November 11t as

Veterans Day; and providing for distribution.

In 1954, Congress passed a bill that President Eisenhower signed, proclaiming November
11t as Veterans Day; and,

Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, whether during times of
peace or war; and,

Last year, there were 244,334 veterans living in the state of Oklahoma'; and,

Out of those 244,334 veterans, approximately 104,000 have some form of service-connected
disability?; and,

The approximate number of enrolled veterans at the University of Oklahoma, Norman
campus, and the University of Oklahoma, Tulsa campus, equals 1,600; and,

The University of Oklahoma offers resources to veteran’s on campus such as Veteran
Student Services, which provides financial help, counseling, healthcare resources, and more;
and,

Veterans Day is not a recognized holiday under the University of Oklahoma’s calendared
events or publications.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT
CONGRESS AND THE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE, CONCURRING THEREIN THAT:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Title: This resolution shall be known and may be cited as the “The Salute to Veterans
Beyond Veterans Day Resolution.”

The University of Oklahoma’s Student Government Association recognizes November 11t
as Veterans Day.



Section 3: The University of Oklahoma’s Student Government Association encourages others to
recognize veterans beyond Veterans Day.

Section 4: Copies of this resolution will be sent to:
e  Jeff Blahnik, Vice President of Enrollment Management
e Jennifer Trimmer, OU Veteran Student Services
e  OU Daily
e OU Nightly

Author(s): Lili Hill, External Affairs Committee Local Liaison
Michael T. Reynolds St., Atmospheric and Geographic Science Representative

Co-Author(s):  Ellie Wolthuis, External Affairs Committee Chair
Co-Sponsors: Carter Strickland, University College Representative
Submitted on a motion by: Craig seconded by Keupen

Action taken by Congtess: 27-0-0
Verified by Chair of Congress: Date:

Submitted on a motion by:
Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate: Date:

Approved by SGA President: Date:




THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX
November 7, 2023

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
SENATE SESSION GF23
November 16, 2023

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION CR-110-11
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. GF23-28

AS INTRODUCED
A Concurrent Resolution recognizing the month of
November as Native American Heritage Month and

providing for distribution.
Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is celebrated during the month of November; and,

Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is used to promote the identities and culture of
Indigenous Peoples?; and,

Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is also used to educate the general public on the challenges
Native peoples have faced throughout history and today; and,

Whereas: Native American Heritage Month was first recognized by the United States federal
government in 19904 and,

Whereas: 9.5% of the State of Oklahoma’s population identifies as American Indian and Alaskan
Native; and,
Whereas: 6.7% of the State of Oklahoma’s population identifies with Two or more races which may

include American Indian and Alaskan Native; and,
Whereas: Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander makes up 0.3% of Oklahoma’s state population?; and,

Whereas: As of Fall 2023, The University of Oklahoma had about 29,166 students enrolled across all
campuses; and,

Whereas: 1,107 of those students identified as American Indian or Alaskan Native; and,

Whereas: 2,649 students identified as biracial which does include any American Indian students who
identify as such?®; and,

Whereas: 30 students identify as Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander at the University of Oklahoma; and,



Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Some people of Native heritage do not specify their race when asked, and as a result, these
percentages may be inaccurate; and,

The University of Oklahoma currently resides on the traditional home of the Caddo and
Wichita nations. As well as once being a part of the Muscogee Creek and Seminole nations’;
and,
Suppression, assimilation, and removal of Native Peoples and their culture were official
policies by eatly state and federal settlement laws?®; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT
CONGRESS AND THE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE, CONCURRING THEREIN THAT:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

Section 6:

Title: This resolution shall be known and may be cited as the “Native American Heritage
Month Recognition Resolution of 2023.”

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize the month of
November as Native American Heritage Month.

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize and honor
the Native American students at The University of Oklahoma in addition to their culture and
heritage.

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize that the
University of Oklahoma resides on traditional Native American land.

The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall condemn any laws
and policies that have or currently suppressed, harmed, and/or denounced any Native
peoples, as well as their culture and heritage.

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to:

e President Joseph Harroz Jr, University of Oklahoma

e Ryan Lee, Coordinator of American Indian Programs and Services

e Tana Fitzpatrick, Director of the Native Nations Center

e  Gianna Sicke, Founder and President, OU Osage Club

e Emily Workman, President, OU American Indian Student Association
e Brooklyn Choate, OU Indigenous Royalty

e J-T Murray, President, Iota Gamma/Indigenous Gentlemen

e Brooklynn Eagle, Clan Mom, Gamma Delta Pi

e Reagan McGuire, President, Native American Law Student Association
e  OU Daily

e OU Nightly

e OU Chickasaw Recruitment and Retention Center

e Governor Kevin Stitt



Authors: Representative Landen Mowdy, External Affairs Committee, Tribal Government Liaison

Co-Authors:  Chair Rylee Houston, Sustainability Committee
Chair Ellie Wolthuis, External Affairs Committee
Vice Chair Madeline Cantrell, Congressional Administration Committee
Ezra Koenig, SGA Member

Submitted on a motion by: Cantrell seconded by Segunda
Action taken by Congtess: 27-0-0
Verified by Chair of Congress: Date:

Submitted on a motion by:
Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate: Date:

Approved by SGA President: Date:




THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS

CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX

November 7th, 2023

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE
SENATE SESSION GF23

CONGRESSIONAL BILL AB-110-09
SENATE BILL NO. GF23-29

stating purpose; appropriating Auxiliary Funding for the

November 16th, 2023

AS INTRODUCED
An act relating to appropriations; providing for short title;

2023-2024 process; stating appropriation guidelines;

establishing expiration deadline; directing transfer of

unused funds by deadline; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT

ASSOCIATION:
Section 1: This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Auxiliary Allocation 9 Act of 2023-2024”
Section 2: PURPOSE. The purpose of this act is to appropriate the funds of the University of

Oklahoma Student Government Association to the organizations mentioned within.

Section 3: APPROPRIATION. The following amounts are hereby allocated to
Organization Programs, Capital Office and | Total
Events & Investments General
Activities Expenses
Big Brothers Big Sisters Collegiate Board 650 650
College Republicans at the University of 500 75 575
Oklahoma
Crimson Chords 700 700
Crimson Spirit 450 450
Federalist Society 1665 1665
Muslim Student Association 660 660
Oklahoma Aspiring Educators 375 375
Association
OU Equestrian Club 765.57 765.57
OU Men's Lacrosse Club 500 500




Soniyes 300 300
Soniyes 400 400
Soniyes 250 250
Students for Local Action 668.80 95 763.80
Wealth Management Club 600 600
Women's Health Advocacy 1336.22 1336.22
TOTAL: | 9990.59

Section 4: All guidelines and provisions in Title 10 of the Code Annotated shall apply to all funds
appropriated in this act.

Section 5: This fiscal year for the account listed in these sections shall end May 10, 2024

Section 6: All unspent money remaining in the accounts listed in Section 3 shall revert to the SGA
General Account after May 10, 2024, and the remaining appropriations shall be canceled.

Section 7: This act shall become effective when passed in accordance with the SGA Constitution.
Authot(s): Zuyyin lzza Gulam, Chair, SGA Budget Committee

Co-Author(s):  SGA Budgetary Committee

Submitted on a motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by De Mahy

Action taken by Student Congress: 27-0-0
Verified by Chair of Congress: Date:

Submitted on a motion by:
Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate: Date:

Approved by SGA President: Date:




THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE

SENATE SESSION GF23
November 16th, 2023

SENATE BILL GF23-30
AS INTRODUCED
An Act of Procedure approving Conference/Research &
Creative Exhibition Grant awards for the 2023
Spring Semester.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE:

Section 1: The act shall be known and may be cited as an act of procedure approving
conference/research & creative exhibition grant awards for the 2023 Fall semester.

Section 2: The purpose of this act is inherent in the title.

Section 3: The Graduate Student Senate shall allot Conference/Research & Creative Exhibition
Grant awards for the 2023 Fall semester in the following manner:

TYPE LAST NAME FIRST NAME DEPARTMENT AWARD
Conference Adhikari Aayush Civil Engr and Environmental $525.00
Conference | Ajeeb Rana Biomedical Engineering $637.50
Conference | Bain Catherine Psychology $612.43
Conference | Barnaby Nicholas Music $115.72
Conference | Beaty Ryan Communication $525.00
Conference | Bennett Rachel Industrial & Systems Engr $525.00
Conference | Bodunde Segun Geology and Geophysics $650.00
Conference | Burch Claire Geography & Environ Sustain $450.10
Conference | Carter CJ Visual Arts $175.00
Conference | Casil Zharina Nikko Philosophy $525.00
Conference | Chaudhry Ahmed Economics $505.40
Conference | Cilali Buket Industrial & Systems Engr $637.50
Conference | Cowger Katelen English $475.15
Conference Cox Elizabeth Journalism & Mass Comm $637.50
Conference Devore Collin Economics $525.00
Conference Ebohon EGBE Communication $637.50
Conference Evans Meagan Visual Arts $525.00
Conference | Ferraro Rin Sociology $666.96
Conference Gai Yizhu Communication $525.00
Conference | Gill Kanvarbir Education Psychology $750.00




Conference Greer Rebecca Communication $637.50
Conference | Gupta Himadri Sen Industrial & Systems Engr $637.50
Conference | Horton Delaney Anthropology $175.00
Conference | Hueffed John Anthropology $522.17
Conference | Jarvis Rachel Electrical and Computer Engr $750.00
Conference | Jehangir Syed Electrical and Computer Engr $525.00
Conference | Jensen Sam Anthropology $750.00
Conference | Johnson Sarah Anthropology $748.00
Conference | Jordan Arianna Meteorology $401.07
Conference | Kedarisetty Rajith Kumar Landscape Architecture $525.00
Conference Key Amelia Visual Arts $525.00
Conference | Kronenberger Erica Geography & Environ Sustain $392.30
Conference | Laljer Jessie Sociology $525.00
Conference | Leri Faith Biology $750.00
Conference | Lewis Jeffrey (J7T) Anthropology $626.81
Conference | Mahutga Justin Communication $566.17
Conference | Malish Megan Geography & Environ Sustain $637.50
Conference | McElroy Elizabeth Sociology $525.00
Conference | Mclntire Clarissa English $424.50
Conference | Mofidi Ethan Anthropology $367.50
Conference Mohammadi Shadi Modern Lang, Lit and Ling $308.55
Conference | Montjoy Paul Modern Lang, Lit and Ling $92.50
Conference | Moradi Naftchali | Iman Landscape Architecture $175.00
Conference | Neupane Dilip Civil Engr and Environmental $637.50
Conference | Newbolds Sarah Psychology $278.89
Conference | Nguyen Long Psychology $175.00
Conference Nirala Gaurav Physics and Astronomy $525.00
Conference | Norris Jordan Psychology $631.60
Conference | Nourbakhsh Mehrnoush Biology $525.00
Conference | Ononeme Akpoezi Geography & Environ Sustain $234.60
Conference | Parajuli Bikram Geography & Environ Sustain $595.00
Conference | Perkins Jeremiah Anthropology $525.00
Conference Persad Vishala Journalism & Mass Comm $637.50
Conference | Ravael Da Cruz Marcos Biology $750.00
Conference | Restrepo-Garcia | Jorge Communication $326.55
Rodriguez
Conference Gonzalez Samuel Industrial & Systems Engr $525.00
Conference | Ryu Junyeol Economics $750.00




Conference | Santaquiteria Gil | Aintzane Biology $525.00
Shayeghi

Conference | Moghanlou Afshin Geography & Environ Sustain $750.00
Conference | Shodunke Ganiyat Geology and Geophysics $637.50
Conference Singleton Robin Anthropology $637.50
Conference Sini Yakubu Health and Exercise Science $175.00
Conference | Sisler Julie Communication $637.50
Conference | Strand Alva Biology $750.00
Conference | Sun Juhyung Communication $637.50
Conference | Townsend William Economics $637.50
Conference | Troyer Emily Biology $525.00
Conference | Valerio Trisha Biomedical Engineering $525.00
Conference | VanBuskirk Olivia Geography & Environ Sustain $392.30
Conference | Wang J. Microbiology and Plant Biology $420.00
Conference Wang Yihan Civil Engr and Environmental $97.11
Conference | Wang Yifeng Communication $525.00
Conference | Weaver Ellie Communication $525.00
Conference | Willems Kelsey English $444.30
Conference | Wiser Sally Sociology $525.00
Conference | Wright Kevin Anthropology $455.83
Conference | Yebisu Michael History $468.35

TOTAL: | $39,619.86

TYPE LAST NAME FIRST NAME DEPARTMENT AWARD

Research Barron Nathan Political Science $750.00
Research Calle Contreras Paul Computer Science $294.00
Research Evans Meagan Visual Arts $600.00
Research Falahati Akram Health and Exercise Science $600.00
Research Fishel Lauren Sociology $240.39
Research Gigliotti Andrea Health and Exercise Science $600.00
Research Henry Sarah Price College of Business $525.00
Research Khurelbaatar Chinguun Health and Exercise Science $525.00
Research Kolbmann Christina Biology $600.00
Research Montandon Hayden Anthropology $600.00
Research Nourbakhsh Milad Electrical and Computer Engr $511.15
Research Rashidzadeh Zhina Architecture Division $525.00
Research Restrepo-Garcia | Jorge Communication $320.00
Research Schnee Ariel History $750.00




Research Talbert Neil Communication $600.00
Research Triemstra Abigail Biology $600.00
Research Valerio Trisha Biomedical Engineering $525.00
Research Wade Madeline Geography & Environ Sustain $750.00
Research Wang Yifeng Communication $750.00
Research Wang Yihan Civil Engr and Environmental $525.00
Research Wiser Shannon Biology $585.60

TOTAL: | $11,776.14

Total Conference Grants Awarded: 77 of 107 applications reviewed
Total Research Grants Awarded: 21 of 39 applications reviewed
Total Grants Awarded: 98 of 146 applications reviewed

Total Conference Funds: $39,619.86
Total Research Funds: $11,776.14
Total Funds Awarded: $51,396.00

Section 4: All monies will be distributed via payment through the university’s accounting system. All
awardees will be contacted by Shared Business Services Center in order to be set up to receive awards
via check or direct deposit.

Authors: 2023-2024 GSS Ways and Means Committee
Submitted on a motion by:

Action taken by Senate:
Verified by Chair of Senate: Date:




